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I ORIGIN OF THE BOOK OF MORMON
- By THEODORE SCHROEDER ---

Every; complete, critical discussion of
tbo divino origin of the Book of Mor-mo- a

naturally divides itsolf into three
parts: first, an examination as to the
sufficiency of tho ovidnuco adduced in
support of its miraculous and divino
origin; second, an examination of the
internal evidences of its origin (1),
Kiich as its verbiage, its alleged history,
chronology, archaeology, otc.j third, aii
accounting for its cxislenco by purely
liumnn agency and upon a rational
basis, remembering that .TtiBcph Smith,
the nominal founder and first prophet
of Mornionism, was probably too ignor-an-t

to have produced the volume un
aided. Under tho last head, two
thoories bavo boon advocated by

By one of these, conscious
fraud has been imputed to Smith, and
by tho other, psychic mysteries have
been explored (2) in an effort to sup-pla-

the conscious fraud by an uncon-sciou- s

In 1831, four years after its first ap
pcarancc, an effort was mado to show
that the Book of Mormon was a plag-iaris-

from an unpublished novel uf
8olomon Spaulding, For n. long time
this seomcd tho accepted theory of all

In tho past fifteen years,
apparently following in tho lead of
President Fairchilu of OJberlin col-leg- o

(3), all but two. of tho numerous
writers upon tho subject have asserted
that the theory of tho Spaulding raanu-scri-

origin of tho Book of Mormon
must be abandoned, and MormonB as-se-

that only fools and knaves still
1 profess bolicf in it Wiih these

last conclusions I am compelled to
In sotting forth my convictions

and tho reasons lor thorn, 1 have under-take- n

nothing entirely new, buS have
only assignod myself tho task of cstab
Halting as an historical fact what is now
an abandoned and almost forgotten
theory. This will be done by marshall-in- g

m its support a moro complete nr-ra- y

of tho old cvidonccs tlnm has been
heretofore mado and tho addition of
new circumstantial cvidenco not hcrc-tofor- o

used in this connection.
It will bo shown that Solomon

Spanlding was mnch interested in
American antiquities: that ho wrote a

1 novol entitled the "Manuscript
Pound," in which ho attempted to

for tho cxistenco of t.ho Amcri-ca- n

Indian by giving him an rsracl-itis- h

origin; that the first incomplete
outline of this slory,- - with many f

peculiar to itself and tho Book
of Mormon, is now in the library of
Oberlin collego, and that wliilo tho
story as rewritten was in the hands

' of a prospectivo publisher, it was stolen
from the oflico under circumstances
which caused Sidney Eigdon of early
Mormon fumo to be suspected as the
tliief; that later Eigdon, on two oc- -

dasions. exhibited a similar manuscript
which in one instanco ho declared had
been written by Spaulding and loft

" 1. Vnluablo contributions to this study
arc Lamb's "Golden Bible" and a pamph- -
let by Lnmoni Call classifying' two thou-ain- d

coiTcctlons In tho Insplrod grammar
of tho first edition of tho Book of Mor-mo- n,

S. The best effort along this line Is
"H Riley's "Tho Founder of Mormonism." To

mo the conclusions are vory unsatlsfac-tor- y,

becnuso eo many material consld-cratlo-

woro overlooked by that author.
3. President F.alrchlld, in tho New

York Obsorvor for February 5. 18S5, that
"H being Immediately after hla discovery of

the Oberlin Manuscript, says: "That
theory of Uio origin of the Book of Mor-- I
mon In tho traditional manuscript of Solo--

UM mon Spaulding will probably bavo to bo
relinquished. . . . Mr. Bice, myself,
and others compared It with the Book of

HH Mormon, and could detect no rosemblanco
H between the two In general or detail. .

, . Some other explanation of tho origin
of tho Book of Mormon must bo found,
if an explanation Is rcdulrcd." (Rcpro- -
duced In Whltnoy's History of Utah," CC.

Talmago's "Articles of FuIUi." 278.)
HH Ten vcars later Mr. Falrehlld Is not
HH so brash In assuming the Oberlin Manu- -
HH script to bo tho only Spaulding Manscrlpt,
HH and ho certifies only that tho Oberlin
HH Manuscript "Is not tho original of tho
HH Book of Mormon." (Letter dated Oct 17,
HH 1895. published in voL lx., Millennial Star,
HH p. G97, Nov. 3, 1S0S. Talmagc's "ArticlesHI Of Faith." 270.)
HH FiUrchlld's Latest Statement. In 1900
HH President Fairchlld wrote the Roy. J. D.
HH Nutting oa follows:
HH "WIUi regard to the manuscript of Mr.
HH Spaulding now in tho library of Oberlin
HH college, I lmvo never stated, and know
HH of no one who can stato, tlmt It Is tho
HH only manuscript which Spaulding wrote,
HH or that it is certainly the one which has
HH been supposed to bo the original of the
HH Book of Mormon. The discovery of this
HH MS. does not prove that tliero may not
HH have been another, which becamo the
HH basis of tho Book of Mormon. The uso
HH which has been mado of statements oma- -
HH natlng from me us Implying the contrary
HH of tho above is entirely unwarranted.
HH "JAMES IT. FAIRCHILD."
HH 4. Tlio Deserct Nows editorially says

this on July 10. 1XKJQ:

HJI "The discovery of tho manuscript wrlt- -
HII ' ten by Mr, Spaulding, and Its deposit m
HH the library at Oberlin college, O., . . .

HJ has so completely demolished tho theory
Hm on co rolled upon by superficial minds that,fl tho Book of Mormon was concocted from

M that manuscript, that it has been ontirely
9 abandoned by an opponents of Morman- -
I Ism except the densely ignorant of un- -

,J 1 ecrupulously dlohonesL"
I I And this on May 14, 1901:
I n 'It is only tho densely ignorant, tho
j H totally depraved, and clorgymon at dlffor--u

cnt acnomlnntlons alfllcted with anti- -
I I Mormon rabies, who oliD uso tho Spauld-- m

tng story to account for tho oriijdn of
tho Book of Mormon."

j

with a printer for publication. It will
bo shown further tlint Iiigdon had op-

portunity to steal tho manuscript and
that ho .foreknew tho forthcoming and
tho contents of the Book of Mormon;
that through Parloy P. Pratt, Jatcr one
of tho first Mormon apostles, a plain
aud certain connection is traced bc-- s

tweon Sidney Eigdon and Joseph Smith
and that luov were friends botweon
1S27 aud 1830. To all this will bo
added vcrv concluBivo cvidenco of tho
identity o'f tho distinguished features
of Spaulding's "Manuscript Pound"
and tho Book of Mormon. These facts,
coupled with Smith's admitted intel-
lectual incapacity for producing the
book unaided, will closo tho argument
upon this branch of tho cmcstion, and
it is hoped will convince all not in the
meshes of Mormonism that the Book of
Mormon is a plagiurism. To those
Mormons whoso minds are untainted by
mystii'ism, who have tho intelligence
to weigh evidence and tho courago to
proclaim convictions opposed to. ac
ccptcd church theories to such Mor-
mons, though not convinced that tho
evidence hero reviewed amounts to a
demonstration, it must bo that this es-

say will yet furnish oven to them n
moro bclicvablo and moro probable
theory of tho origin of tho Book of
Mormon than 'tho one which involves
a belief in nndcmoustrablo miracles as
well as matters entirely outside of all
other experience of sano humans. Cer-

tainly tho theory hero advanced re-

quires for its belief the neceplnncc of
less of improbable assumption than
docs any other explanation offered.
With this statement of what it is ex-
pected to accomplish wo may proceed
to review tho cvidenco in detail.
Solomon Spaulding and his First Man-

uscript.
Solomon Spaulding was born in 1761

at Ashford, Conn., graduated from
Dartmouth in 17S5, graduated in theo-
logy in 17S7, and becamo an obscuro
Ereachcr. Tho fact that Spaulding had

infidel (5), that in rowriting
tho first outlino of his story he adopted,
as ho' said, "tho old Scripturo style" to
maho it seem moro ancient ((5), and
the further fact that ho told at least
four persons at different times that his
story would somo day bo accepted as
veritable history (7) all of these, com-
bined with the peculiar product, tend
to show that ono motive for tho writing
of this supposed novel may havo been
tho author's desiro to burlesqno tho
Biblo and furnish a practical demon-
stration of tho gullibility of tho masses.

While at Dartmouth collego, Spauld-
ing had as a classmate tho subsequently
famous impostor and criminal, Stephen
Burroughs (8), which fact furnishes in-
teresting material for reflection as to
how far tho subsequent ill famo of
Burroughs, coupled with personal
acquaintance, may havo operated in
Spaulding as a fruitful suggestion in-

ducing this la,bor as a moans of secur-
ing famo through fraud. If Spaulding
did not seo tho possibility of a now and
profitablo religion in his "Manuscript
Pound," then ho was moro short-sighte- d

than was a nephew of his named
King. This nophow told ono Dlalo, a
school teacher, of his belief that ho
could start a new religion out of this
novel and mako money thereby, at the
same time briefly outlining a plan vory
similar to tho ono long afterward
adopted by Smith, Eigdon and com-
pany (9). If wo can placo any

in the report ol an interview
between a Mormon "elder" and a
nephew of Solomon Spaulding. then it
would appear that in tho opinion of
tho latter 's brother Solomon Spaulding
was not a man who would bo, by con-
scientious scruples, deterred from prac-
ticing such a fraud, if belioved profit-
able (10). Bo that as it may, Spauld-
ing did hope by the sale of his literary
production to mako sufficient money to
enable him to pay his debts (11).

In 1S09 Solomon Spaulding and
Jlcnry Lake built and conductod a
forgo at Salom (now Conncaut), O.,
whore, in 1812, tho former mado his sec-
ond business failuro (12.

Spaulding, being an invalid, pos-
sessed of a good education and habits
of stud', naturally took to literary
work, which ho probably commejiceH
soon after 1S09 (13), and continued un-t- n

his death in October, 1810. During
this soven years ho seems to havo
written several other manuscripts (1-i- )

besides tho two with which wo aro di-

rectly concerned.
Necessarily Spaulding's surroundings

5. Seo Addendum to Spaulding Manu-
script at Oberlin collego and Howo'a
"Mormonism Unveiled," 288.

6. Howe's "MormonlBm Unvollcd," 288.
7. Howo'a "Mormouiara Unveiled," L'83,

4, G. 7.
8. "Memoirs of Stephen Burroughs," p.

26, ed. of 1811, shows Burroughs to have
entered Dartmouth in 17S1, which must
havo been Spaulding's date of entry, he
having graduated iul7S5.

9. "New Light on Mormonism," 2C1.
10. xxxv. Saints' Herald, 820.
11. Howo's "Mormonism Unveiled,"

286.
12. "Prophet of Palmyra," 443; Howe's

"Mormonism Unveiled," 279 nnd 282;
"New Light on Mormonism," 13.

13. Howe's "Mormonism Unveiled,"
279; "New Light on Mormonlam," 4.

14. Howb'o "Mormonism Unveiled,"
284; "Now Light on Mormonleaa," 20.

somo direction to the course of his
fravo efforts. Euviroucd as ho was
in a country where onco dwelt tho
mound-builder- and having- himself
caused one of tho mounds to be
opened, with tho resulting discovery of
bones and relics of a supposedly

civilization (15), Hko thous-
ands boforo him, ho wns led to specu-
late upon tho eharuclor of that civiliza-
tion and tho origin of thoso ancient peoples.

Josiah Priest, in his "Wondors
of Is7ature and Providonco" (3824),
quotes over 10 authors, half of whom'
aro Americans, and all of whom, prior
to 1S21, advocated an Israclitish origin
of tho American Indian. Somo of
thoso dated as far back as Clavigaro, a
Catholic priest in. the seventeenth cen-
tury.

In Spaulding's first writing of hii
manuscript story, ho pretended to find
a roll of parchment in a stono box
within a cava In the Latin language,
this contained an account of a party of
Eoman sea voyagers, who, in the tirao
of Constantino, woro, b' storms, drifted
ashore on the American contiuont, Ono
of thoir number left this record of their
travels, of Indian wars and customs,
which record Spaulding pretends to
havo found and to tranBlato (16). How
that resembles a synopsis of tho Book
of Mormon I

In 1S31, when E. D. ITowo had in
preparation his book, "Mormonism Un-

veiled," wherein tho Spaulding story
was first exploited, this first manuscript
wa.T given by Spaulding 'b family to D,
P. llurlburt, tho agent of DTowo. Tho
Spaulding family, without having made
any oxamination whatever of the pa-
pers delivered to Hurlburt, seem al-

ways to havo believed (17), though
without any ovidenco, that ho received
and sold to the Mormons tho rcwiitt.cn
story entitled "Manuscript Found,"
which will bo moro fully discussed here-
after. Prom Howo this first manu-
script story went into tho possession cf
ouo L. ilicc, who bought out Howe's
business, and later, with olhor cffcct3
of Eico s, it was shipped to Honolulu,
and there, in ISS'i. accidentally discov-
ered by President James II. Fairchild of
Oberlin collego (IS). This manusciipt
is now in tho Oberlin library, and has
been published by two of tho Mormon
sects as being ta refutation of tho
Spaulding origin of tho Book of Mor-
mon. It can bo such refutation only
to thoso who mistake it for another
story. Howe, in 1S34, published a fair
synopsis of tho manuscript now at
Oberlin (19) and submitted tho original
to the witnesses who testified to the
many points of identity between
Spaulding's "Manuscript Pound" and
the Book of Mormon. Theso witnesses
then (in 1S34) recognized tho manu-
script, secured by llurlburt and now at
Oberlin. as being ono of Spaulding's.
but not tho ono which they asserted
was similar to the Book of Mormon,
Thoy fnrthor said that Spaulding had
told them that ho had altorod his orig-
inal plan of writing by going farther
back with hia dates and writing in tho
old Scripturo style, in order that his
etory might appear more ancient (20).

According to many witnesses, the re-

written "Manuscript Pound" (like- tho
Book of Mormon) was an attempt t
imitating tho literary stylo of tho
Biblo. so was tho manuscript sub-

mitted to Patterson, according to his
own statement (21). No such indi-
cations aro found in tho Oberlin man-
uscript, which further evidences that
it is not the manuscript of which tho
witnesses testified, and which Patter-so-u

says was submittod to him. Tho
Oberlin manuscript also furnishes in-

ternal ovidonccs of an improbability
that, it was evor submitted to a pub-
lisher by any man as sane and well
educated as was Spaulding. Tho plot
of tho story is iiicomploio, and tho
manuscript is- - full of interlineations,
alterations, careless or phonetic spell-
ing, and misused capital letters. Theso
are all easily explainable consistently
with Spaulding's erudition, if wo view
tho manuscript as a hasty and careless
blocking out of his literary work, Jbut
it is not in such a condition as would
mako him willing to submit it to a
publisher.

If wo bear in mind that from tlio
beginning it

.
was nssertcd that this man
..a. r it.. l n.uscripi now us Luuniu was uut iuu our

from which tho Book of Mormon was
alleged to havo been plagiarized, then
President Fairchild 's conclusion that it
disproves such plagiarism of courso be-
comes absurd and only demonstrates
his ignorance of tho early testimony
upon which was asserted the connec-
tion of tho Book of Mormon and an- -

16. "New Light on Mormonism," 14.
10. "The Manuscript Found." For

Howe's synopsis sec "Mormonism Un-

veiled," 288. Whltncy'3 "History of
Utah,"

17. "Now Light on Mormonism," by
Mrs. Ellen F. Dickinson.

18. Publisher's Preface to "The Manu-
script Found;" iv. Dcsorot News. July 19,
J90; 1. Whitney's "History of Utah." p.
19; Talmage'a "Articles of Faith," 278-- 9.

19. Howe's "MormonlKin Unveiled,"
288: 1. Whitney's "History of Utah," 49.

20. Howo'a "Mormonism Unveiled,"
238.

21. "Tho Spaulding Story Hxnmlned
and Exposed." by John 12. Page, 7; "Who
Wrote tho Book of MormonV" 7; "Mor-
monism Exposed," by William.

j m jHig,;.T-.v,.w-.itiur- ;iri

other manuscript. This also disposes of
tho Mormon argument most, frequently
urged against tlio theory horo ad-
vocated.

Either through like ignorance of tho
cvidenco of 1SU-- .that this was not tho
manuscript then being testified about,
or through a willingness to play upon --

tho ignorance of otliorB, tho two Reac-
ting sects of Mormons bavo published,
this first mnnuscript as a refutation of
a theory which no ono over advocated,
viz.: That tho manuscript now at pbor
lin was tho thing from which Smith o
al plagiarized tho Book of Mormon. In
my judgment, tho publication of this
first incomploto manuscript story fur
nishes additional cvidenco that tho re
written stoi-- did constituto the foun
datiou of the Book of Mormon. When
wo remem.bor whnt was said in 1S34 as
to the character of changes mado in rc
writing, and that tho rewritten story
wns revamped by Smith, Eigdon ana
companj, wo aro astonished at tho numr
hor of similarities retained; ns, for in-
stance, tho finding of tho story in a
stone box, its translation Into English
tho attempt to accouut for a portion oJC

tho population of this continent, tho
wars ot extermination of two factions,
tho impossible slaughtors of primitive!
warfare, and tho physically impossible
armies which wcro gathered without
modern facilities of either transporta-
tion or the furnishing of supplies tho
fact that after two rewritings, tho sec
ond being by new authors, there should
remain these very unusual features,
makes the discovery and publication of
this first manuscript only an additional
ovidenco that tho second ono did fur
nish tho basis of tho Book of Mormon.

By alwayB remembering thoso sep-ara- to

manuscripts and their different
histories, much seeming conflict of cvi-
denco can bo explained, mistaken con
elusions accounted for, and confusion
avoided. The Mormons, in their pub-
lication of this first manuscript story,
havo labelled it "Tho Mauuscripb
Found," though no snch titlo is discov-
erable anywhere upon or in tho body,
of tho manuscript in the Oborlin.
library (22). Tho evident purposo o
this i6 to further confound that first
story with tho socond or rewritten man-
uscript which it will bo demonstrated
really- - was used in constructing the
Book of Mormon, and which manuscript!
the witnesses to.bo hcrcaftor introduced
described by that titlo. Ilaving traced
to its final resting-plac-o at Oberlin col-
lege tho first manuscript story, which'
had no direct connection with the Book
of Mormon and ncvor was claimed to
have such, let us now, if wo can, trace
into tho Book of Mormon Spaulding's
rewritten story, entitled "The Manu-
script Pound."

Spaulding's Rewritten Manuscript.
Spaulding commenced his writing

about 1S09, changing his plans whilo
still at Conncaut, that is, prior ta
1812 (23), at whicb. later date tho re
written story of "Tho Manuscript
Found" was still incomplete . In!
1812 Spaulding borrowod somo moncj
with which to go to Pittsburg, hoping;
thcro to got his novel published and
thus mako it possible for him to pav
his debts (25). la Pittsburg Spaubfr
ing submitted his manuscript to ono
Eobert Patterson, then engaged in tho
Sublishing business (2G). Tho exacft

known, but it is probablo al4
most to certainty that Spaulding would
do this immediately upon his arrival in
Pittsburg in 1S12, siuco that was one
of his definito purposes in going therev
Spaulding's widow ia roported as say-
ing: "At length tho mnnuscript waa
returned to tho author, and soon often
wo removed to Amity, "Washington
county. Pennsylvania'' (27). Tho rei-tur-

ol the.manuscript before 1S14, tho
dato of tho removal to Amity, is

certain by tho testimony oi
licdick McKco (2S) and Josoplt
Miller (20). This additional evidence
especially that of tho latter, makes it
plain that Spaulding had his rewritten
manuscript at Amity, thus demonstrate
ing its return to Spaulding before tho
lattor'a removal from Pitsburg. Tho
evidences of identity between tlio man-
uscript testified about as being at
Amity, and Spaulding's rewritten storyj
leave no doubt. Tho review of this ovi
denco of identity will bo postponed un
til wo como to review the other evi-
dences of idontity between "Tho Man-
uscript Pound" and tho Book of Mor
mon.

It is said that Patterson roluraed tho
manuscript to Spaulding with the ad-
vice to "polish it up, finish it, and

Continued on Pago Eleven.

22. xxxv. Saints' Herald, 130; "Proph-
et of Palmyra," 159.

2S. Howe's "Mormonism Unveiled,'
288.

24. Jlowo's "Mormonism Unveiled,"
283.

2G. Howe's "Mormonism Unveiled,"
2S2-- 3.

2G. "New Light on Mormonism,"
"History of tho Mormons." 43; "Wo
Wroto tho Book of Mormon?" 7.

27. "Gleanings by tho Way," 2i"2:
"Mormon's Own Book," 29; "Prophet of
Palmyra," 419; "History of the Mormons,"
13.

25. Washington (Pn.) Reporter of April
21, 1869: "Who Wrote the Book of Mor-
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